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TWELVE MORTUARY INSCRIPTIONS FROM SIDON 



On the occasion of two visits to Sidon, early in 1903, it was 
my fortune to see, in different localities, a number of small tomb- 
stones, or "markers," like those which appear in the accom- 
panying cut from a photograph (Fig. 1). Many of a similar 
character are known, and the inscriptions of some have been pub- 
lished (see e,g, Harris, Maverford College Studies^ X, pp. 24-26). 
I saw none of these stones in the original position, but learned 
on good authority that they were frequently found in opening 
the old tombs about Sidon. It appears that they served to 
perpetuate the memory of the new occupants of the ancient 
niches before which they stood. They range from 8 inches 
to 18 inches in height, and consist of an ovally rounded 
column resting on a square base. Sometimes they are in 
two pieces, but more usually in one solid one. The inscrip- 
tion is cut on the base, at times with great care and precision, 
but oftener in rough, rude outlines. Near the top of the col- 
umn there is a simple ornamentation, like that appearing in the 
illustration. I saw one stone, 12| inches high, that, so far as 
one could judge, had never been inscribed. In most cases I 
had opportunity only for copying and hasty measurement. 

1. TT T A e M A 

XpupTUj/Ai TlroXeiJLa XPV^'^V '^^^ aXvire xct^p(€) 

AAYTieXAlP ^V'^aaahv^^' 

ZHCACAGTH Ptolema^ good and happy ^ farewell ! having 

lived 67 years. 

This stone was in two pieces, the column being 9| inches 
high and 16| inches in circumference, and the base 5| inches 
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high, 7| inches broad, and 6| inches thick. The letters were 
regular and beautifully executed. 

2. KOAPATe 

X P H C T G KoSpare %/)i;crTe ^ccoaa^ Ka\m f^;(c^a9) 

B I UU C A C K err] fjL 

A A UJ C Z H Codratus, good, of noble life, who lived 40 years. 

exH. M 




Figure 1. — Types of Tombstones from Sidon. 

The whole stone was lOJ inches high, and the columnar 
portion 14| inches in circumference. The letters were some- 
what irregular. It is noticeable that ^iwcra?^ appears here 
along with ^?fo-a<?, which is the usual terminus technicus for 
stating the age. 



3. TTTOAEM/! 

X P K:Te 

XA I P EZ hC 
ACGT H K H 
This stone was 19 inches high, and the columnar portion 



nToXe/ie(?) %p7;crTe %<xfcpe ^rjam errj kt]' 

Ptolemy, good friend, fareiveU ! having lived 2S 
years. 



Letters irregular. 



20 inches in circumference. 

1 Cf. D. Mitth. 1899, p. 83, no. 5. 
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4. r H IMUUN 

X P H C T G TT]p(?^i(t>v %/07;o'Te /cal aXvire X^^P^ ^riaa<; 

KAIAhVTT exT;-— 

X A I P C: Z -I Grerion, good and happy, farewell! having lived 

— years. 
CAGTEE 

The whole stone was only 8J inches high, and the columnar 
portion 11| inches in circumference. The letters were rudely 
cut, and the surface so broken that the numeral could not be 
made out. 



-0Y-- 

<l> I AUUN 

XPHCTG 

K Al A A YTTG 

7 N r A r P T philon, good and happy, who lived 53 years. 

NT 



ou(?) — (f)tX(ov %/07;o-Te fcal aXvire ^tja-a^ 



This stone was 12^ inches high, rudely cut, and difficult to 
make out. The name or names I did not determine. 

6. 4> I A UJ 

N X P hC 

T G K A I ^iXoav %p^o"Te koX akvire X^pe fi^o-a? erry 

A A YTTG ^^^'^ 

X G P G Z H P^^^o, good and happy, farewell! having lived 65(?) 



C A C G TH 
IG 



years. 



This stone was 13| inches high, and the columnar part 
14 inches in circumference. The letters were irregularly cut. 
We have here %e/oe for %atpe. 

7. <1> I A UJ N 

X P C T C 

^lXcov %/o(^)o"Te (/cat) aXvQn-e) X^P^ — 

w p p Philo, good and happy, farewell ! 
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I have no measurements for this stone. The inscription was 
badly defaced. So far as it could be made out, it was exactly 
like the preceding. 

XPHCTAIKAI 

^ __ Eutychide, good and happy, — . 

The stone was 12^ inches high, and the columnar portion 
18 inches in circumference. The letters were irregular and 
the inscription incomplete. %/077o-Tal for XPV^'^V* 

A A X P H C T 

u Y A I P P Codratila. good lady{?), fareioell! 

The stone was 13^ inches high and the column 20| inches 
in circumference. The letters were irregular. The age was 
not given. 

10. P Y <t> I A A = = 'Vov(f>L\\aO XPV^^^f) fca(l} aXvirCe^i 
XPHCTHKA ^atp(e) ^Tjaaaa errj p 

A A Y TT X A I P 

n\ ,\ \ \\ tx n\ X \ Bouphilla, good and happy, fareioell! hav- 

ZHCACAGTH P ing lived 100 years. 

The stone was 10 inches high, with a column 14J inches in 
circumference. Letters rudely cut and hard to read. 

11. KAAAICTIUUN 

XPHCTGKAI KaWLo-Ticov XPW^^ ^^'' aXvire %aZpe 
A A Y TT e X A I ?^^«^ ^'"^^ '^^ 

P E Z H C A C Callistion, good and happy, farewell ! hav- 
^ — L, ing lived 80 years. 

exH ^ 

The stone was 13 inches high, and the base 7 inches wide. 
The letters were clearly cut. 

12. CTPATIUNXPHC ^rpdrcov %/>7?<7Te fcal aXvire /cal 
TeKAIAAYTTGK acope 

A I A UJ P G Straton, good and happy and untimely — 
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This was a tombstone which evidently came from some 
cemetery outside the city, and was altogether unlike the 
stones previously described. It was 2 feet 9 inches high, 
and at the base it was 8 inches thick and 1 foot 6 inches 
wide. Above the inscription was the figure of a small lad 
in high relief, standing between two columns also in relief. 
The figure was well executed, and called to mind the Athe- 
nian gravestones. 

WaREEN J. MOULTON. 



